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Photos from Up Left and Clockwise:  Pierre lies 
prostrate contemplating his deaconate; Friars from 
Alberta and guests witness the transitional deacon-
ate of Pierre in the chapel; Postulant Joe Glaab and 
Brother Gerry Clyne lead the music; Archbishop of 
Edmonton Richard Smith congratulates Deacon Pi-
erre with a hug and best wishes; Archbishop Smith 
lays his hands on Pierre; signifying the transfer of 
responsibility for Godôs people to the new Deacon; 

Pierre receives the Holy Scriptures; Fathers Don MacDonald and David Norman vest Pierre in a stole and dal-
matic. Deacons preach sermons, perform baptisms, witness Catholic marriages and assist at the Eucharist. 
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$20,000.00 in expenses per 
year.  Thus, if you do the 
math, a ónewly mintedô sol-
emnly professed and or-
dained friar comes in at 
more than $100,000.00.   
In 2009 we had the equiva-
lent of six and a half friars 
in formation, and this year, 
2010, we had the equiva-
lent of six young men in 
formation studies.  Thus, of 
the $440,000.00 raised for 
the Franciscan students at 
our Centennial Gala, on Oc-
tober 3rd, 2008, approxi-
mately $250,000.00 has 
already been spent.   Your 
generous financial support 
at our Gala was extraordi-
nary and greatly appreci-
ated.  However, our educa-
tion expenses still remain 
as more candidates are at-
tracted to the Franciscan 
way of life.  Here is a quick 
survey of our men in for-
mation at this time : Joe 
Glaab  has just started in 
the postulancy program; 
Ben Ripley  and Gabe  
Viveiros are in the noviti-
ate year in Cedar Lake, 
Indiana; Joachim Oster-
mann  and Carlos Ona  are 
in their second year of 
theological studies at New-
man Theological College.  
Please continue to pray for 
these young men as they 
discern their call in the 
Franciscan way of life. 
     May the peace and joy 
of Christ, born into our lives 
as a child, be with you this 
Christmas season and 
throughout the New Year. 
  

Fr. Dennis Vavrek, ofm 
Provincial Minister    

Then there was a party...Then there was a party...   
The Franciscans hosted a reception 
at Mount St. Francis Retreat Centre, 
near Cochrane, where a tent be-
came a banquet hall on the 
grounds. 
 
Left  

Pierreôs Familyð36 members pre-
sent. The Ducharmes and guests 
traveled from as far away as Van-
couver and Pasadena, California. 
 
 
Left  

Bill Senior and Billy Junior enjoy a 
moment together while Billôs friend 
told stories about Billyôs early life. 
 
Right  

Billy gets a chance to say thank 
you. 
 
 
 
Left  

Pierre tells his own story after his 
brother talked about Pierreôs child-
hood and teen years. 
 
Left below  

Billyôs friends celebrate his vows. 
They traveled from BC, BC & BC. 
 

Left to Right:  Mona -Lee Feehan, Bro Casimir, and Bishop Gene Cooney congratulate 

Billy.  Billy and Pierre share a hug with their parish host, Fr. Bill Corcoran of Cochrane. 

Pierreôs parents watch the conclusion of vows; Mrs. Ducharme is caught up in the mo-

ment with pride and tears.  

Pierre and Billy make their profession and become ñlifersò with the friars! 


